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The ICAO Role in Liberalization and the Trouble with Air Transport  
  
Over the past few decades, international air transport liberalization has steadily developed. As a consequence, many initiatives 
all over the world have paved the way to enhance international air transport liberalization, and numerous models have been 
hypothesized for a new multilateral aviation besides bilateralism, which however remains the primary vehicle for liberalizing 
international air transport services for most States.  
The present study is divided into two parts. In the first part, it aims at investigating the ICAO role in the field of economic 
regulation of air transport worldwide, taking into account both the ICAO Assembly Resolution in force (A37-20 of 2010) 
and the different initiatives on international air transport liberalization undertaken at any level all over the globe.  
In the second part, the paper addresses the main challenges faced by ICAO in the field of liberalization.  
At the base of the trouble with air transport is the Convention on International Civil Aviation (Chicago Convention) of 
1944, or, to put it more accurately, the way it has been understood and applied. The intent of the forefathers of the Convention 
was to promote air transport and not to stultify it. They intended the Convention to solve unforeseen issues as they arose, such 
as the deleterious effects of aircraft engine emissions, through existing provisions or additions to the Convention. So far only a 
few such instances have been addressed and a few revisions incorporated. At the core of the problem lies a certain insouciance 
on the part of the aviation community and a reluctance to «ruffle the feathers» of an aged instrument that should mature with 
time and change if its invaluable utility is to continue. This article addresses this issue among others that pose challenges both 
to the development of air transport and the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

 

 


